[nternational
Baccalaureate Handbook

Wl o,

The first IBDP school on the North Coast (.

LIVING

ACADEMY

Important information about the International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme at Living School's LIVING ACADEMY

Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators,

Principled, Open-minded, Caring, Risk-takers, Balanced,
Reflective.




What is the IB Diploma?

The IB Diploma Programme is a comprehensive pre-university two-year curriculum course of study designed
for students in the 16 to 19 age range. It is a broad-based two-year course that aims to encourage students to
be knowledgeable and inquiring, but also caring and compassionate. There is a strong emphasis on
encouraging students to develop intercultural understanding, open-mindedness, and the attitudes
necessary for them to respect and evaluate a range of points of view.

The IB Diploma Programme is widely recognised by the world’s leading universities. The program is unique in
that it is based on no particular national education system, but is a deliberate balance between breadth and
the specialisation which is required by many universities. The Diploma Programme prepares students for
university and encourages them to develop:

o Critical thinking and analysis skills
An international mindedness necessary to live and work in a global community
An understanding of global issues and a concern for others in our community and the broader world
A strong sense of their own identity and culture
A balanced education for the ‘whole’ student
An extensive knowledge and skill base in preparation for university and adult life.

Follow this link for more information about the IB Diploma: https://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/diploma-programme/

Living Academy's Reasoning

e A thorough foundation for the skills and knowledge expected at entry in the IB Diploma Programme
e Challenges which stimulate student motivation and learning
e High level learning — critical thinking and open ended questions
e Balanced development of the whole person —academic, creative and cultural
e Global understanding
e Effective use of information technology to enhance learning
e Attributes required for success in the Diploma Programme linked to our VAST learning lens:
- Active responsibility for own learning
- Organisation and time management
- Research skills
- Cooperative learning and open-mindedness.

The IB Diploma Curriculum

The curriculum is modelled by a Diploma Curriculum Framework with six academic areas surrounding
the three core requirements.

Over the course of the two-year program, students:

« Study six subjects chosen from the six subject groups
« Complete an Extended Essay

« Follow a Theory of Knowledge course (TOK)

« Participate in Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS).

Normally students’ study loads comprise:
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guidelines and regulations that students must achieve in
order to receive the Diploma qualification. An Executive
Summary is provided on Page 8 to inform parents and

students of these requirements.

The Diploma Curriculum Framework

At Living Academy, we align strongly with the Diploma’s emphasis upon international-mindedness. This
stands firmly in line with our vision for our graduates to have an understanding of global issues and a
concern for others in our community and the broader world. The IB believes that students must also
develop an understanding of their own cultural and national identity. For this reason, all students study
two languages. We believe the IB Diploma Programme will assist students in developing the skills they
need to live and work in an international context which is essential for life in the 21st Century. It provides a
balanced education for the ‘whole’ student and provides excellent preparation for both university and
adult life.

The Living Academy (SCU campus) teaches the program in English. Within the program, there are a wide
range of courses designed to meet the interests and requirements of different students. These include
the Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) program, the Extended Essay and the Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
courses. Together, these offer IB Diploma students experiences and skills they will not find in other
programs. At Living Academy, these are further complemented by a range of extension and enrichment
opportunities along with advanced standing possibilities with Southern Cross University.

Universities respond positively to IB Diploma graduates because the curriculum develops a balanced
variety of skills. IB Diploma graduates, with the range of subjects they have studied, have a greater
choice of undergraduate programs. Many colleges and universities have developed their own
recognition policies. The individual policies vary greatly, but they all have one thing in common; through
their policies, these institutions make it apparent that they understand and appreciate the Diploma
Programme graduate and the rigour of the Diploma Programme itself. http://www.ibo.org/en/university-
admission/
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The Core of the Diploma Curriculum Framework

All Diploma Programme students participate in the three course requirements that make up the core of the
Diploma Curriculum Framework. Reflection on all these activities is a principle that lies at the heart of the thinking
behind the Diploma Programme.

The Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course encourages students to think about the nature of knowledge, to reflect
on the process of learning in all the subjects they study as part of their Diploma Programme, and to make
connections across the academic areas.

The Extended Essay (EE), a substantial written work of up to 4,000 words, enables students to investigate a
topic of special interest that they have chosen themselves. It also encourages students to develop the skills of
independent research that will be expected at university.

Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) involves students in experiential learning through a range of artistic, sporting,
physical and service activities.

The IB Mission, the Living Academy Vision & the IB Learner

Profile

The International Baccalaureate is more than its educational programmes. At its heart, it is motivated by a mission
to create a better world through education.

The IB values its hard earned reputation for quality, for high standards and for pedagogical leadership. The IB
achieves goals by working with partners and by actively involving stakeholders, particularly teachers.

The IB promotes intercultural understanding and respect, not as an alternative to a sense of cultural and national
identity, but as an essential part of life in the 21st century. All of this is captured in the IB mission statement.

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to
create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end, the
organisation works with schools, governments and international organisations to develop challenging
programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage students
across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with
their differences, can also be right.

Living School Statement of Purpose

Living School is different —we view the future through a progressive lens. Living School cares to teach, challenge
and nurture good people for a sustainable future. Living School is a community where children learn; Teaching is
untethered; Parents connect; and a community thrives.

We define our focus on 'sustaining' - as regenerating: for sustaining our current practices will not safequard the
same opportunities we enjoy for our future generations. We believe every person has a responsibility to
regenerate - to be the change we need. Our quest is to nurture conviction. HalvelT - halving our impact in seven
key areas: Water, Waste, Wellness, Pollution, Energy, Environment, Food, is our unique approach to educate and
guide best practices in environmental custodianship. We respect first nation people's cultures and practices. We
consider technology as an asset for positive change.

o We emphasise and model positive relationships.
o We focus on the learning process: forming connections to ponder the bigger picture; mastering concepts
to understand with confidence; and learning in context to experience the aha moment via application.
We engage in transdisciplinary and project-based learning to resolve a KeyStone question.
We aim to make school inspirational & engaging.
We adopt student agency purposefully.
Living School celebrates our connection to nature and the environment via excursions, onland learning
and expeditions.
e Living School explicitly guides learners to develop a deep understanding of VAST universal qualities for
success.
e Living Academy is the final Learning Neighbourhood of Living School, expanding on our Middle School
(5-8) and Primary School (K-4).
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IB learner profile

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.

As IB learners we strive to be:
INQUIRERS

We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and
research. We know how to learn independently and with others.
We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout life.

KNOWLEDGEABLE

We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring
knowledge across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues
and ideas that have local and global signijicance.

THINKERS

We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take
responsible action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in
making reasoned, ethical decisions.

COMMUNICATORS

We express ourselves conjdently and creatively in more than
one language and in many ways. We collaborate e° ectively,
listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and
groups.

PRINCIPLED

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness
and justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people
everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their
consequences.

OPEN-MINDED

We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as
well as the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a
range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the
experience.

CARING

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a
commitment to service, and we act to make a positive di® erence
in the lives of others and in the world around us.

RISK-TAKERS

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination;
we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas
and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the
face of challenges and change.

BALANCED

We understand the importance of balancing di° erent aspects of
our lives, intellectual, physical, and emotional, to achieve
well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence
with other people and with the world in which we live.

REFLECTIVE

We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and
experience. We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses
in order to support our learning and personal development.

The IB learner profile represents 10 attributes valued by IB World Schools. We believe these attributes, and others like
them, can help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, national and global communities.

International Baccalaureate®
Baccalauréat International
Bachillerato Internacional

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2013

International Baccalaureate® | Baccalauréat International® | Bachillerato Internacional®
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International Baccalaureate Diploma Regulations
Executive Summary for Parents and Students
A student must engage in the full program of subjects from each of the six (6) groups. IB does allow some
specific variations.
A student must also complete requirements of
- CAS — Creativity, Activity, Service
- EE - Extended Essay
- TOK - Theory of Knowledge

Higher Level / Standard Level Subjects
« Of the six subjects studied, a minimum of three (3) must be studied at Higher Level and the remainder
at Standard Level. A maximum of four (4) can be taken at Higher Level.
« The difference in Higher / Standard Level is the number of teaching hours:
- Higher Level — 240 hours per course
- Standard Level — 150 hours per course
« Different Subject courses differentiate between the HL / SL in different ways to achieve this. Examples
include:
- Core standard course in both with additional topics in HL.
- The same topics in each but covered to a different depth.
- Differing assessment requirements.

Subject Gradings
« Achievement in each subjectisrated from1to 7
o HL / SL subjects are treated the same in the contribution to the total diploma score.
i.e. A6 rating in an SL subject is not worth less than a 6 rating in the equivalent HL subject.
o A maximum score of 45 can be achieved in a diploma.

6 subjects x 7 score = 42 points
TOK + Extended Essay (See Diploma Points Matrix) 3 points
45 points

Achieving the Diploma

A diploma will be awarded to a candidate subject to the conditions below.

CAS requirements have been satisfied.

Candidate’s total points are at least 24.

An N has not been given for Theory of Knowledge, Extended Essay or for a contributing subject.

No grade of E has been awarded for one or both of Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay.

No grade of 1 awarded in any subject / level.

Grade of 2 has been awarded less than three (3) times (HL or SL).

Grade of 3 or below has been awarded less than four (4) times (HL or SL).

Candidate has gained at least 12 points on HL subjects (for candidates who register for four (4) HL

subjects, the three (3) highest grades count).

9. Candidate has gained at least 9 points on SL subjects (candidates who register for two (2) SL
subjects must gain at least 5 points at SL).
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Examination Results

Examination results are available in early January following the November IB Examination Session. If
requested by the student, results are made available to universities either in electronic format or as a
transcript of grades, as appropriate. The results indicate the grade a candidate has been awarded for
each subject, including the additional Diploma requirements of Theory of Knowledge and the Extended
Essay. The results also indicate the completion of Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) and total number of
points for the Diploma, if a Diploma has been awarded.

If a Diploma is not awarded, a student will not be awarded a UAC Selection Rank based on their IB score.
Other pathways may be explored on an individual case basis with support from the Guidance Officer.
Alternatively, IB offers a retake opportunity:

1. Retake
A student can retake an IB exam or an Internal Assessment for most assessment pieces. In most cases the

student would only need to retake the part in which they were not successful. This occurs in the following
year's May IB Examination Session. Registration for a retake must be lodged by a school with IB by 15
January that year. A student would have to request this in writing to be received by the Director at Living
Academy by 13 January that year.

Conditions
1. Retake exams are at a cost to the student of approximately SSGD178 per subject.
2. The student would be required to prepare for this retake independently and would not be
re-enrolled as a student at Living Academy, e.g. participating in classes.
3. Living Academy would make textbooks available through special loan provisions.
4. The student would sit the exam at Living Academy on the date and time indicated in the IB
Examination Calendar.

2, Enguiry Upon Results - Only Applies to External Assessment
If a student has concerns about their result for a particular subject, it may be possible to request a re-mark

by IB. However, a candidate’s grade may be lowered or raised as a result of a Category 1 Enquiry Upon
Result (EUR).

The following condition must be satisfied:

» The candidate must pay costs associated with an Enquiry — approximately SSGD146 per candidate/
subject.

Such a request must be made in writing to the Director by 15 March of the year the results were released
to allow for discussion and planning regarding maximising the best option. If the result is improved,
there is no charge.

Note:

Requests for ‘Enquiry upon Results’ service will only be accepted by the IB from schools, not from
individual candidates. In this case, the externally assessed components of a candidate’s work are
normally re-marked by a senior examiner.



The International Baccalaureate Diploma and the HSC How are IB Diploma students considered for entry to tertiary courses in

Our students’ pathway allows them eligibility for only the IB Diploma Program qualifications after Australia?

completing Year 12 or Y13. Results from the IB Diploma, are converted into an ATAR-equivalent value to allow IB students to be

« |B Organisation (IBO) issues the IB Diploma, whereas The New South Wales Education Standards
Authority (NESA) issues the HSC.

e The B sends the results obtained in the Diploma Programme directly to NESA for HSC eligibility
calculations.

« |BDiploma candidates do not receive an ATAR. If you're a NSW or ACT IB student, UAC will
provide you with an IB Admissions Score based on your IB overall score. Then, when you apply
for university through UAC, your IB Admissions Score will convert to a UAC rank, which is
assessed as equivalent to an ATAR.

« There are set criteria for obtaining the IB Diploma and separate criteria for the HSC. In most cases
if a student achieves the IB Diploma they will achieve the equivalent of the HSC. A student may
receive the IB Diploma, but not the HSC.

o Allstudents will receive a Record of School of Attainment (ROSA) from NESA if they leave their
final years of schooling, and have met all of the attendance and assessment requirements,
without completing their HSC or IB Diploma.

« Thelnternational Baccalaureate (IB) is an alternative education pathway and is standardised
across the globe. As of February 2024, there were over 8,000 programmes being offered
worldwide, across over 5,700 schools in 160 countries. It offers four high-quality programs for
students in their primary years and middle years, and career-related certificate and diploma
programs for senior students at the equivalent stage of those doing the HSC.

« The B Diploma Program is a rigorous pre-university course of studies, leading to examinations,
which meets the needs of secondary school students in Years 11 and 12. Designed as a
comprehensive two-year curriculum that allows its graduates to fulfil requirements of various
national education systems, the diploma model is designed to address the intellectual, social,
emotional and physical wellbeing of students.

« |B Diploma Program students must choose one subject from each of five groups (1to 5), ensuring
breadth of knowledge and understanding in their best language, additional language(s), the
social sciences, the experimental sciences and mathematics. Students may choose either an arts
subject from group 6, or a second subject from groups 1to 5. In addition to disciplinary and
interdisciplinary study, the Diploma Program features core elements that broaden students’
educational experience and challenge them to apply their knowledge and skills. These include a
Theory of Knowledge course on critical thinking, an extended independent research-based
essay, participation in a range of community service activities, engagement in the arts, and
development of a healthy lifestyle through physical activity.

o Theresults scale for the IB diploma is different from the HSC, with the top mark being a total of 45.

« From each student’s IB diploma results, the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC) calculates a
UAC rank, which is comparable to the ATAR. In Australia, a result of 45, depending om grade
boundaries) calculates to a UAC rank of between 99.80 to 99.95. For a number of students, the IB
Diploma Program is an excellent alternative to the HSC, offering a clearly globally transferable
index of achievement for students looking to continue further studies both in Australia & overseas.

Subject comparisons IB DP to the NSW HSC

To find a comparison between the subject choices please go to https://uac.edu.au/assets/documents/
international-baccalaureate/ib-subject-comparison.pdf

University Recognition of IB Diploma

Students who obtain minimum grades for selected IB subjects will be eligible for Advanced Standing
recognition to access subject credits at university. Australian and international universities all have
individual arrangements regarding IB recognition. Please refer to each university for their arrangements
or review arrangements summaries on the IBO website.

International Baccalaureate Recognition o
For information about IB Recognition refer to: https.//recognition.ibo.org/en-US/
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considered for tertiary places alongside their counterparts who have completed state curricula. This value
is known as the IBAS (International Baccalaureate Admission Score). Scaled total marks from all subjects
will be used to differentiate between IB students on the same IB score. This means that IB students

can apply in any Australian state or territory with confidence about how their results compare to their
peers who have completed state curricula and received an ATAR. For more information regarding IBAS
calculations please refer to: https.//www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/admission-criteria/ib-applicants

IBAS | Rank IBAS Rank IBAS Rank IBAS Rank
4575 | 99.95 40.25 | 9705 3475 | 90.45 29.25 | 79.50
4550 [ 99.95 40.00 | 9680 3450 | 90.15 29.00 | 78.95
4525 | 99.85 39.75 96.56 3425 | 89.65 2875 | 78.35
45.00 | 99.80 39.50 9636 3400 | 89.20 28.50 | 77.80
4475 | 99.75 39.25 | 96.05 33.75 | 8875 2825 | 77.20
4450 [ 99.70 39.00 | 95.80 33.50 | 88.30 28.00 | 76.65
4425 | 9955 38.75 | 95.55 33.25 | 8780 2775 76.10
4400 | 99.45 3850 | 95.30 33.00 | 87.30 2750 75.55
4375 | 99.35 38.26 | 95.00 32.75 86.80 2725 7490
4350 | 99.26 38.00 | 94.75 32.50 86.30 2700 | 74.25
4325 | 99.10 3775 94.50 32.25 85.80 26.75 | 73.60
43.00 | 99.00 3750 | 94.25 32.00 | 85.30 26,50 | 73.00
4275 | 98.90 3725 | 93.90 3175 | 84.80 26.25 | 7230
4250 | 98.80 3700 | 93.55 3150 | 84.30 26.00 | 71.60
4225 | 98.60 36.756 | 93.20 31.26 | 83.80 2675 | 70.90
42.00 | 98.45 36.50 | 92.85 31.00 | 83.36 25,50 | 70.25
41.75 98.30 36.25 | 9250 30.75 | 82.85 2625 | 69.65
4150 | 98.15 36.00 [ 92.15 30.50 | 82.40 25.00 | 69.05
4125 | 97.90 3575 | 91.80 30.25 | 81.80 2475 | 68.45
41.00 | 97.70 3550 | 91.50 30.00 | 81256 2450 | 67.85
40.75 | 97.50 3525 | 91.15 29.75 | 80.65 2425 | 6710
40.50 | 9730 35.00 [ 90.80 29.50 | 80.10 24.00 | 66.3b

(from August 2023; https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/admission-criteria/ib-applicants

Criteria for receiving a UAC Rank without an IB Diploma

If you have undertaken the full IB Diploma Programme, or were a Retake candidate, but did not meet
requirements for the award of the IB Diploma, you will receive a UAC Rank if you meet the following
criteria.

You have undertaken the full IB Diploma Programme or were a Retake candidate.

You have received a combined score of 20 or more total points.

You have undertaken Theory of Knowledge, Extended Essay and at least six HL/SL subjects.

You have not received the grade ‘N’ or ‘P’ for any subject or result, including award status and TOK/
EE matrix points.

Note: Some institutions will not consider you for admission unless you have been awarded the IB Diploma, or will not
use your UAC Rank based on the above criteria as part of its admission process. Check with the admissions officers
of participating institutions for further information.
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Prerequisites for Tertiary Entry

« Prerequisites are subjects that must be studied and passed at a senior level (final years of the
Academy) to be eligible to apply for entry into specific tertiary degrees

« Prerequisites may include: English, Mathematics and/or one or more of the Sciences

« All students in the year preceding their final two-years of secondary schooling will be given the links
to the latest UAC Prerequisite Documents to assist in their subject selection process.

Mathematics, Science and Tertiary Study

Students need to make informed choices about whether to choose Mathematics: Analysis and
Approaches or Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation in their IB studies program and whether to

include a science. This decision needs to be based on:

Previous academic results and progress in Mathematics and Science

e Meeting prerequisite requirements for tertiary study.
Queensland Universities will accept either Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches at SL to be
equivalent to Maths Standard. All other states will only accept Mathematics: Analysis and
Approaches at HL to be equivalent to Maths Extension.

Meeting Prerequisite Requirements

Please refer to https://www.uac.edu.au/assets/documents/year-10/year-10-booklet-2026.pdf to access
the Year 10 Guide publications for NSW/ACT Universities which outlines prerequisite requirements.

Mathematics HL is not a pre-requisite for any course; however, it is recommended that students refer to
the UAC prerequisite requirements identified in the above link. If Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches
SL/HL is listed as a prerequisite this means that Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches SL must have
been studied and passed (4 or higher) to be eligible to apply to these courses. The level of the Science
subject studied need only be SL to meet prerequisite levels. Please contact a Guidance Officer if you

have any questions.

SUBJECT Comparison IB Diploma to HSC (based on 2018 UAC data)

IB subject

ENGLISH (Group 1)

English A: Language and Literature - SL
English A: Language and Literature - HL
Literature and Performance - SL

MATHEMATICS (Groups)

Mathematics: Application and Interpretations (SL)
Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches (SL)
Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches (HL)

SCIENCE (GrOUP 4)

Biology (SL/HL)

Chemistry (SL/HL)

Physics (SL/HL)

Environmental Systems & Societies (SL)
Design and Technology*

INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES (GrouP 3)
History (SL/HL)

Sports, Exercise and Health Science (SL)

THE ARTS (GrouP 6)
Design Technology
Visual Arts

Theater

Music

NSW HSC subject

English Standard English
Advanced English Studies

Mathematics Standard
Mathematics Extension
Mathematics Extension

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Earth and Environmental Science
Design Technology

Modern History
Ancient History

PDHPE

Design Technology
Visual Arts

Drama

Music
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IB Core

Core Requirement Completion, Grades and three (3) Possible Bonus Points
IB Diploma candidates must successfully complete all three core requirements.

« Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)
« Extended Essay (EE)
e Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

While CAS achievement is monitored, a final grade is not awarded. EE and TOK receive grades from
AtoE.

The award of the three (3) possible bonus points is determined by the intersection of EE grades and TOK

grades on a matrix. For example, the attainment of “A” grades in both EE and TOK, would result in the
award of the full extra three points. See the Core Requirement Matrix below.

Theory of Knowledge / Extended Essay Matrix

FOK&EEl A | 5 | c | o |
A 3 3 2 2
=
o
B 3 2 2 1 =
©
C
C 2 2 1 0o |8
(@)}
=
D 2 1 0 0 =
L
E Failing condition
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IB Core - Theory of Knowledge

Course Focus and Outcomes

TOK explores questions about knowledge and the process of knowing. TOK emphasises comparisons
and connections between areas of knowledge and encourages students to become more aware of their
own perspectives and the perspectives of others. In TOK, students reflect on the knowledge, beliefs and
opinions that they have built up from their years of academic studies and their lives outside the classroom.
The course is intended to be challenging and thought-provoking—as well as empowering—for students.

This course will enable students:

« to encourage students to reflect on the central question, “How do we know that?” and to recognise
the value of asking that question

 t0 expose students to ambiguity, uncertainty and questions with multiple plausible answers

« to equip students to effectively navigate and make sense of the world, and help prepare them to
encounter novel and complex situations

« to encourage students to be more aware of their own perspectives and to reflect critically on their
own beliefs and assumptions

« to engage students with multiple perspectives, foster open-mindedness and develop intercultural
understanding

« to encourage students to make connections between academic disciplines by exploring underlying
concepts and by identifying similarities and differences in the methods of inquiry used in different
areas of knowledge

« to prompt students to consider the importance of values, responsibilities and ethical concerns
relating to the production, acquisition, application and communication of knowledge.

TOK is based on the development of specific skills:

« |dentifying knowledge claims (what is thought to be true)

« |dentifying knowledge questions (the questions that arise from these claims)

« Finding links between knowledge theories and the questions that arise from issues being explored

« Providing examples that support and counter observed knowledge questions and claims

« Applying analytical skills (including critical thinking, reflective line of inquiry, accepting ambiguity,
open ended questioning, connectedness, relevance, problem solving, collaborating, synthesis, and
deconstruction).

Assessment

Essay

The TOK essay engages students in a more formal and sustained piece of writing in response to a title
focused on the areas of knowledge. The essay is an external assessment component; it is marked by IB
examiners. The essay must be a maximum of 1,600 words and must be on one of the six prescribed titles
issued by the IB for each examination session.

Exhibition

The TOK Exhibition assesses the ability of the student to show how TOK manifests in the world around
us. The exhibition is an internal assessment component; it is marked by the teacher and is externally
moderated by the IB. For this task, students are required to create an exhibition of three objects

that connect to a prompt provided to the student. They must also submit an accompanying written
commentary on each object of 950 words total.
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IB Core - Extended Essay

Course Focus and Outcomes

The Extended Essay is an in-depth study of a focused topic chosen from the list of approved Diploma
Programme subjects—normally one of the student’s six chosen subjects for the IB Diploma. It provides
students with an opportunity to engage in personal research in a topic of their choice, under the guidance
of a supervisor (a teacher in the school). This leads to a major piece of formally presented, structured
writing, in which ideas and findings are communicated in a reasoned and coherent manner, appropriate
to the chosen subject. Students begin the research process during the first year and submit in the second
year of IB study.

This compulsory independent research project will enable students to:
« Pursue independent research on a focused question that relates to an area of interest.
« Develop research and communication skills.
« Develop the skills of creative and critical thinking.
« Engage in a systematic process of research appropriate to the subject.
« Experience the excitement of intellectual discovery.
« Complete a planning and progress form.

Assessment
Essay
» The 4000 word essay is graded on a scale of A—E
« The essay is marked according to criteria set out in the IB Guidelines
« The essay is externally assessed and, in combination with the grade for Theory of Knowledge,
contributes up to three points to the total score for the IB Diploma. (Refer Matrix p.13)

Viva Voce
« This oral assessment is a 10 minute interview with the Supervisor after final submission to clarify
any issues, confirm ownership and reflect on what has been learned. It is an aid to the Supervisor’s
Report.

Please note: Extended Essay supervisors are permitted to give a maximum of 5 hours individual
assistance to each student. A grade of E on the Extended Essay means a failure of the IB Diploma.

It is therefore imperative that students closely follow the timelines and guidelines in the Extended
Essay handbook published by the Extended Essay coordinator and respond promptly to advice from
supervisors.




IB Core-CAS

Course Focus and Outcomes

CAS is at the heart of the Diploma Programme and complements a challenging academic program in
an holistic way, providing opportunities for self-determination, collaboration, accomplishment and
enjoyment. CAS enables students to grow as unique individuals through experiential learning, and to
understand they are members of local and global communities with responsibilities towards each other
and the environment.

At Living Academy we are passionate about the vital role creative thinking plays in society through
expressing ideas, developing empathy, giving a voice to the voiceless, advocating for change, and
defining culture and identity. By connecting and aligning Service with our creative identity, we discover a
sense of purpose and value extending far beyond our time at Living Academy.

The Three Strands of CAS are:

Creativity—exploring and extending ideas leading to an original or interpretive product or performance
Activity—physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle

Service—collaborative and reciprocal engagement with the community in response to an authentic need

Learning Outcomes
To complete their CAS program, students are required to achieve the seven CAS learning outcomes
comprising:

« Identify own strengths and develop areas for growth

« Demonstrate that challenges have been undertaken, developing new skills in the process

« Demonstrate how to initiate and plan a CAS experience

« Show commitment to and perseverance in CAS experiences

« Demonstrate the skills and recognise the benefits of working collaboratively

« Demonstrate engagement with issues of global significance

« Recognise and consider the ethics of choices and actions

Reflection

Being reflective is one attribute of the IB learner profile: “We thoughtfully consider the world and our own
ideas and experience. We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our
learning and personal development.”

Reflection leads to improved problem solving, higher cognitive processes and greater depth of
understanding in addition to exploring how CAS experiences may influence future possibilities.
Purposeful, authentic reflection is about quality rather than quantity. Students should include
reflections in their CAS portfolio that give evidence to achieving each of the seven CAS learning
outcomes.

Reflections in CAS may be expressed through a paragraph, a letter, a poem, a comic strip, a dramatic
performance, a song, a drawing, a dance, a video journal or other forms of expression. The appropriate
occasion, amount and method is the student’s decision.

Recognition

Students who demonstrate outstanding passion and commitment to CAS, particularly through Service,
are recognised each year. CAS is becoming increasingly recognised by universities when considering
scholarship awards, as they value the holistic development of the individual and the sense <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>